
Spring-themed speech bubbles

Are eggs alive?

Body text 
Sassoon regular: 12 

Copyright © 2017 Cornerstones Education Limited

Are eggs alive?

Animal masks

Tip! Print out on A3.

Copyright © 2017 Cornerstones Education Limited

6
Copyright © 2018  Cornerstones Education Limited

Are eggs alive?
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Are eggs alive? Watch the video ‘Are eggs alive?’ available on 

The Hub. Ask the children questions such as ‘What can you see 

happening? Why do you think the eggs are moving? Are the eggs 

alive?’ Listen carefully to children’s responses and the questions 

that they ask. Record and display the children’s questions as part 

of an ‘Are eggs alive?’ display. If you are incubating eggs in your 

setting, observe whether the children can make a connection 

between the eggs hatching in the footage and what will happen 

to the eggs in the incubator.

Practitioner note

Offer drawing materials for the children to respond to the theme 

of hatching.

 SMSC Sp 2

Developing understanding of 

simple concepts. 

CL U 4

Beginning to understand ‘why’ 

and ‘how’ questions. 

CL U 8 

Listens and responds to 

ideas expressed by others in 

conversation or discussion. 

CL U 12

Offer different types of eggs 

for the children to handle, roll 

and carry. Egg shakers, plastic 

eggs, colour-changing eggs, 

bouncy eggs and hide and 

squeak eggs are all available 

online.

ELG 04; PD MH 10; 

PD MH 18; PD MH 28
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Walk talk! Hang laminated photographs of the children’s 

memorable experience on a tree branch secured in a bucket 

of sand. Ask the children to look at the pictures and choose a 

favourite. Encourage them to say why they like it and what it 

shows. Listen carefully to find out what the children remember 

about their spring walk.

Practitioner note

Ask questions to prompt the children’s thinking such as ‘What did 

we do on our walk? Where did we go? Who came with us? What 

did we see?’ Encourage more able or older children to retell the 

experience in the correct order.

 SMSC Sp 2;  SMSC Sp 4

Uses language as a powerful 

means of widening contacts, 

sharing feelings, experiences and 

thoughts. 

CL S 1

Uses simple sentences. 

CL S 6

Can retell a simple past event in 

correct order. 

CL S 9

Links statements and sticks to a 

main theme or intention. 

CL S 19

Display photographs of the 

children’s experiences with 

labels and captions to read. 

ELG 09; L R 13; L R 19; L R 24

Flower fun. Display a selection of spring flowers on a tabletop, 

including crocuses, daffodils, tulips, hyacinths and primroses. 

Encourage the children to smell and gently touch the flowers 

and provide hand lenses for looking closely. Use vocabulary 

such as petal, stem and leaf when describing parts of the flower 

and encourage the children to use these words in their talk. Ask 

questions such as ‘Which flower do you like the best? Which is 

the tallest flower? How do the petals feel? How many different 

colours can you see?’ Remind children not to put any flower parts 

in their mouths.

Practitioner note

A ‘Spring flower identification sheet’ has been provided on  

The Hub to support this activity.

 SMSC Sp 2

Uses simple sentences. 

CL S 6

Uses vocabulary focused on 

objects and people that are of 

particular importance to them. 

CL S 14

Uses talk to organise, sequence 

and clarify thinking, ideas, 

feelings and events. 

CL S 20

Display flowers and leaves in 

magnifying pots for children 

to observe and compare 

independently.

ELG 14; UW TW 2; UW TW 4; 

UW TW 8

Counting ducks

Are eggs alive?
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Chocolate-scented play dough

Method
1 Mix the plain flour, cocoa powder and salt in a bowl. 2 Add the water, food colouring and oil to the dry ingredients.3 Mix well and knead to form a dough.

4 If the dough is too wet, add a little more flour.

Ingredients
240 g plain flour

100 g cocoa powder120 g salt
240 ml warm water1 tbsp oil
liquid food colouring or paint

Recipe

Are eggs alive?
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Chick, chick, chick, chick, chicken. Lay a little egg for me! Are eggs alive? What are buds? It’s time to find out more about 
the things that happen in the world around us during spring. 

This half term, we’ll head outside for a spring walk to see and explore a range of plants and animals. We’ll collect some 
frogspawn to take back to school for observation. Do frogs really develop out of this strange jelly? Looking at eggs 
more closely, we’ll learn about incubation and hatching. Back outside, we’ll set up a weather station to measure rain, 
temperature, and wind speed and direction. We’ll plant, care for and observe a range of seeds. What do they need to 
grow? Before we draw and paint them, we’ll smell and gently touch spring flowers, using hand lenses to identify petals, 
stems and leaves. In our literacy lessons, we’ll listen to and find out about the Easter story, and we’ll sing and play along to 
spring-themed nursery rhymes. Using our maths skills, we’ll count ducks. What happens to the total number when a duck 
goes missing? Not forgetting Easter eggs, we’ll pour melted chocolate into moulds to make chocolate bunnies and eggs. 
Then, we’ll go on an Easter egg hunt!

At the end of the project, we’ll invite you to come and make spring bonnets with us. We’ll also take photographs of the 
plants we have grown to upload, print and display.

®

Help your child prepare for their project
Spring has sprung! Why not visit a local farm together to see cute baby animals. Can you feed or hold one? Which babies 
hatched out of eggs? You could also monitor the plants in your garden or a local park over a number of days. Which 
ones are growing fast? Have any started to bloom? Alternatively, try out some springtime recipes in the kitchen. Spinach 
omelettes and spring pea soup are both delicious. 

 Areas of learning Early Learning Goals
Communication and language Understanding; Speaking
Physical development Moving and handling
Personal, social and emotional 
development

Making relationships

Literacy Reading; Writing
Mathematics Numbers; Shape, space and measures
Understanding the world People and communities; The world; Technology 
Expressive arts and design Exploring and using media and materials; Being imaginative
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