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Dogs. Share the book Dogs by Emily Gravett with the children. 

Emphasise the adjectives used to describe the different dogs, 

including big, small, hairy, bald, slow, fast and so on. Read the 

story several times and encourage the children to join in as they 

become familiar with it. After reading, show the children the 

‘Dogs presentation’ available on The Hub and encourage them to 

use a range of simple adjectives to describe them. A ‘Dogs word 

mat’ is also available to help the children to choose a suitable 

adjective.

Practitioner note

Offer a range of drawing materials for the children to draw 

different types of dogs. Ask ‘Can you describe your dog?’

 SMSC Sp 2;  SMSC Sp 3;  SMSC Cd 4

Listens with interest to the 

noises adults make when they 

read stories. 

CL LA 1

Listens to stories with increasing 

attention and recall. 

CL LA 6

Two-channelled attention – can 

listen and do for short span. 

CL LA 11

Display the ‘Dogs word mat’ 

and ‘Dogs presentation’ 

for the children to revisit 

independently.

ELG 09; L R 2; L R 13; L R 24
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Who’s my baby? Display the ‘Parent and baby picture cards’ 

available on The Hub. Begin by asking the children to name 

the animals, helping them name those they don’t know. Then 

choose an adult animal and ask the children ‘Who is my baby?’ 

Ask the children to match the adult animals with their young, 

sharing their ideas and listening to others. When all the animals 

are matched, ask the children to find similarities and differences 

between the parent animal and the young animal.

Practitioner note

The picture cards show pet animals including: cat and kitten, dog 

and puppy, rabbit and kit, horse and foal, budgie and chick.

 SMSC Sp 2

Understands ‘Who’, ‘What’, 

‘Where’ in simple questions. 

CL U 3 

Developing understanding of 

simple concepts. 

CL U 4

Listens and responds to 

ideas expressed by others in 

conversation or discussion. 

CL U 12

Display the ‘Parent and 

baby picture cards’ in the 

investigation area for children 

to match independently. Add 

other parent and baby animals 

for additional challenge.

ELG 14; UW TW 2; UW TW 4; 

UW TW 8
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Big talk! Display a range of interesting animal pictures. Encourage 

the children to look at the images together, talk about what they 

can see and answer questions you ask using the question words 

who, what, where, when, how and why. Stimulate children’s 

conversations by asking ‘Can you tell me about this picture? 

What can you see?’ Allow the children to speak freely sharing 

their ideas and opinions. Continue to ask them questions and 

encourage other children to do the same. 

Practitioner note

A range of ‘Animal pictures’ are available on The Hub to support 

this activity.

 SMSC Sp 2;  SMSC Sp 3;  SMSC So 1

Uses language as a powerful 

means of widening contacts, 

sharing feelings, experiences and 

thoughts. 

CL S 1

Uses simple sentences. 

CL S 6

Beginning to use more complex 

sentences to link thoughts. 

CL S 8

Uses talk to organise, sequence 

and clarify thinking, ideas, 

feelings and events. 

CL S 20

Display the ‘Animal pictures’ 

with a range of mark making 

materials in the writing area 

to encourage children to 

respond independently.

ELG 10; L W 1; L W 2; L W 4

Hello everyone. 
My name is Pip. 
I have been left here all alone while my Mum and Dad have gone on holiday.Can you help me?
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How much is that doggy in the window? Can I have a dog? How will I look after it? It’s time to find out all about pets and 
how to care for them. 

This half term, we’ll visit a local pet store to learn about animal care. We’ll handle small animals and ask lots of questions. 
Back at school, we’ll build comfy kennels for small world dogs using different materials. When our small world dogs get 
muddy, we’ll carefully clean and dry them. Our role play vets surgery will keep us busy, as we’ll bathe, bandage and feed 
toy animals. Using our problem-solving skills, we’ll sort pet care items using different criteria. Getting creative, we’ll use 
stencils to create animal prints. In our Literacy work, we’ll share books, reading animal names and exploring the initial 
sounds. We’ll take a walk on the wild side when we practise moving like animals. Will we curl up like a cat or run like a 
dog? Inspired by pictures of amazing animals, we’ll draw the pet we would like and write its name. Using our maths skills, 
we’ll count the dogs in different sets.  

At the end of the project, we’ll make a collaborative scrapbook and share stories about our pets.

®

Help your child prepare for their project
Let’s learn about pets! Why not use natural materials to make a ‘big art’ pet picture in the garden? Don’t forget to take a 
photograph! You could also visit a friend or family member to find out how they look after their pet. You might even be 
allowed to hold it!  Alternatively, play ‘pet shops’ using toy animals, taking it in turns to buy them using coins.

Areas of learning Early Learning Goals
Communication and language Listening and attention; Understanding; Speaking
Physical development Moving and handling
Personal, social and emotional 
development

Self-confidence and self-awareness; Managing feelings and behaviour

Literacy Reading; Writing
Mathematics Numbers
Understanding the world The world; Technology
Expressive arts and design Exploring and using media and materials; Being imaginative
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