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Holes picture cards
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Long wavy 

grass.

Swishy swashy! 

Swishy swashy! 

Swishy swashy!

Bear hunt word cards
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Maps and plans
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If you like to go exploring (to the tune of ‘If 

you’re happy and you know it’)

If you like to go exploring, clap your hands! (clap clap)

If you like to go exploring, clap your hands! (clap clap)

If you like to go exploring

Really like to go exploring

If you like to go exploring, clap you hands! (clap clap)

If you want to climb a mountain, stamp your feet! (stamp stamp)

If you want to climb a mountain, stamp your feet! (stamp stamp)

If you want to climb a mountain

A big tall mountain

If you want to climb a mountain, stamp your feet! (stamp stamp)

If you want to cross a river, wave your arms! (wave wave)

If you want to cross a river, wave your arms! (wave wave)

If you want to cross a river

A big wet wide river

If you want to cross a river, wave your arms! (wave wave)

If you’re tired from exploring, close your eyes (blink blink)

If you’re tired from exploring, close your eyes (blink blink)

If you’re tired from exploring

A really long day of exploring 

If you’re tired from exploring, close your eyes. (blink blink)

Lyrics
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Can we explore it?

Develop
Developing children’s interests

ELG
Activi ty

Typical behaviours Enhanced provision
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n Explorers! Read the story The Great Explorer by Chris Judge. Ask 

the children to look carefully and try to name the things Tom puts 

in his bag. Fill a rucksack with some of the items from Tom’s bag. 

Ask the children to choose an item and describe how they would 

use it. Allow them to play with the pieces to create adventurous 

stories and scenarios.

Practitioner note

Encourage the children to bring in additional items from home 

to add to an explorers’ box and ask them to talk about how an 

explorer might use them.  

 SMSC Sp 2;  SMSC Sp 3

Listens with interest to the 

noises adults make when they 

read stories. 

CL LA 1

Listens to stories with increasing 

attention and recall. 

CL LA 6

Two-channelled attention – can 

listen and do for short span. 

CL LA 11

Display the explorers’ 

box in the outdoor area 

to encourage children’s 

imaginative play.

ELG 17; EAD BI 2; EAD BI 11; 

EAD BI 16
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What do you remember? Display photographs taken during 

the children’s memorable experience. Ask the children to look 

carefully at the photographs and say what they remember. 

Encourage the children to use words such as under, over, in, out, 

on, behind and in front when describing routes taken and places 

explored. Work together to hang the photographs in sequence on 

a washing line.    

Practitioner note

Older or more able children could choose a photograph and write 

a simple caption or label. Alternatively, show the children how to 

use an app such as PicCollage to sequence their photographs.

 SMSC Sp 2;  SMSC Sp 4

Developing understanding of 

simple concepts. 

CL U 4

Shows understanding of 

prepositions such as ‘under’, ‘on 

top’, ‘behind’ by carrying out 

an action or selecting correct 

picture. 

CL U 6

Listens and responds to 

ideas expressed by others in 

conversation or discussion. 

CL U 12

Add small world people and 

animals to block construction 

for imaginative play. Ask 

questions such as ‘Can you 

put the man in the cave? 

Can you put the tiger on top 

of the blocks and the lion 

underneath?’ 

ELG 02; CL U 4; CL U 6; 

CL U 9
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Where have you been? Invite the children to bring in photographs 

of different places they have been. Encourage them to share their 

pictures and describe some of the things they did there using 

simple or more complex sentences. Mark the places that children 

have been on a map or use Google Earth to show them. 

Practitioner note

Ask the children to think of questions to ask each other about the 

places they have been. For example ‘What was the weather like? 

What did you do there? Did you like it?’ 

 SMSC Sp 2;  SMSC Sp 4;  SMSC So 1

Uses language as a powerful 

means of widening contacts, 

sharing feelings, experiences and 

thoughts. 

CL S 1

Uses simple sentences. 

CL S 6

Beginning to use more complex 

sentences to link thoughts. 

CL S 8

Links statements and sticks to a 

main theme or intention. 

CL S 19

Display the children’s 

photographs with labels. 

Set up Google Earth on a PC 

for children to explore the 

locations displayed, using 

the search tool if possible. 

Alternatively children will 

enjoy zooming in and out of 

given locations.

ELG 15; UW T 1; UW T 6; 

UW T 8

Golden coins – high frequency and tricky words

Can we explore it?

Copyright © 2018 Cornerstones Education Limited

We can’t go over it. We can’t go under it. We’ve got to go through it! Can we explore it? Where can we hide? It’s time to 
discover and explore holes, hiding spaces and great adventures in faraway places.

This half term, we’ll explore the exciting features of a local place of interest, taking in the sights and smells and collecting 
interesting items along the way. We’ll find out about what to say and do if we get lost, share photos of places we’ve 
already explored and practise a spot of map reading. Then it’s time to pack our bags for an adventure! What will we need? 
Ready and prepared, we’ll explore a range of hideaways, play Hide-and-Seek, dig holes and tunnels and guess what’s 
inside mysterious boxes. In our literacy lessons, we’ll read adventure stories and dig for ‘golden coins’, reading out the 
phonemes on each coin’s surface. In our maths lessons, we’ll sort tubes of different lengths and widths, and we’ll go on 
a ‘number walk’, hunting for numbers on doors, signs and vehicles. Then, we’ll go on a bear hunt, working together to 
navigate a series of obstacles, draw a map and, of course, to find teddy!

At the end of the project, we’ll come to school dressed as explorers. Getting in role, we’ll talk about our favourite places, 
sing songs about exploring and toast some marshmallows on a campfire. 

®

Help your child prepare for their project
Don’t be boring. Go exploring! Why not head out into the great outdoors together? Where is there to hide, dig or 
discover in your garden or at the local park? Don’t forget your wellies! Once back inside, you could also build a den 
together out of cardboard boxes, blankets, chairs and pillows. What will you call it? Alternatively, set out a treasure 
hunt for each other. Leave little clues along the way to lead the treasure-seeker to the next destination. A small pile of 
cornflakes might mean check the cereal boxes and one trainer might mean check the other trainer. Lots of fun!  

 Areas of learning Early Learning Goals
Communication and language Listening and attention; Understanding; Speaking
Physical development Moving and handling; Health and self-care
Personal, social and emotional 
development

Self-confidence and self-awareness; Making relationships

Literacy Reading; Writing
Mathematics Numbers; Shape, space and measures
Understanding the world The world; Technology
Expressive arts and design Exploring and using media and materials; Being imaginative
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